
 

IPST Ten Year Review Held  

 
Left to right: Norman Marsolan, Dan Floyd, Kathleen Bennett, Beth Cormier, Bruno Marcoccia, Dean Benjamin, Gopal Goyal,  

Ron Rousseau, Phil Jones, John Hanby, Steve Cross, and Ken Stewart 

This year IPST celebrates ten years as an industrial research center at Georgia Tech.  Founded in Appleton, 
Wisconsin in 1929, the Institute moved to Atlanta in 1989, relocated to the Paper Tricentennial Building in 
1993, and merged with Georgia Tech in 2003. 

In accordance with the merger agreements, a ten-year review is under way.  A review team meeting occurred 
August 20-21 at IPST.  The review was commissioned not only to evaluate performance against the merger 
agreements, but also “to develop actionable recommendations on how to further enhance IPST’s contributions 
to the forest-based industries of the United States.” The informal finding of the review team is that all 

milestones have been met and that IPST’s progress in the last 
five years has been excellent.  The formal report is due in 
October. 

Jim Ferris, currently vice president of the Institute of Paper 
Chemistry Foundation (IPC was IPST’s predecessor) and 
formerly a vice president of Weyerhaeuser, commissioned the 
review on behalf of the Foundation.    
  

Jim Ferris talks with George Lanier 
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John Hanby, an alumnus of both Georgia Tech and the Institute of Paper Chemistry, led 
the review panel.  John recently served as executive director of the Washington Pulp and 
Paper Foundation at the University of Washington, and was formerly VP-technology at 
Potlatch Corporation and VP-technology at James River Corporation.   
 
Other members of the review team include Dean Benjamin of New Page, Beth Cormier of 
SAPPI, Dan Floyd of Renmatix, Gopal Goyal of International Paper Company,  
Phil Jones of Imerys, Bruno Marcoccia of Domtar, and Ron Rousseau.  Professor 
Rousseau recently retired as chair of the School of Chemical Engineering at Georgia Tech and formerly served 
as acting director of IPST.  Serving as resources to the review team were IPST director Norman Marsolan and 
his staff, especially IPST business operations manager Lloyd Williams, administrative manager Lavon Harper, 
and consultant Kathleen Bennett. 
 
John Hanby and his team designed a process to gather input from industry representation, team members and 
twenty stakeholder interviews.  The team also elicited considerable input from Georgia Tech academic and 
research leadership and faculty.  Executive Vice President-Research Steve Cross, Georgia Tech, attended 
throughout.  An afternoon session considering IPST’s profile as an Interdisciplinary Research Institute and its 
opportunities was attended by Vice-Provost Susan Cozzens and the Chairs of IPST’s four participating 
schools—Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Materials Science and 
Engineering, and Mechanical Engineering.  These four school chairs are highlighted later in this edition of the 
IPST News.  Twenty faculty members joined in a discussion of “The Future Promise of IPST.”  For the closing 
session, IPC Foundation president George Lanier and vice president Jim Ferris joined the team and the deans 
and associate deans of the Colleges of Engineering and Science, along with Vice-Provost Cozzens.   
 
Several Georgia Tech leaders commented that IPST is a model for other interdisciplinary research institutes on 
campus for its outreach and close ties to the industry, its interdisciplinary research, and its graduate education 
program. 
 
 
Executive Advisory Board Formed 

IPST director Norman Marsolan has formed an Executive Advisory Board.  Its purposes are: 

o To connect the Institute with business needs and opportunities to advance forest biomaterials business 
through world-class science and technology 

o To provide long-term strategic advice and counsel to the Director, Institute of Paper Science and 
Technology, on the direction of the Institute 

o To help the Director further the goals of education and research for the pulp, paper, and forest 
biomaterials industries 

o To advise and assist on ways to obtain resources and financial support, particularly from corporate, 
individual, and public sources 

 

 

John Hanby 
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Serving on the initial term of the board advising Dr. Marsolan are:   

Lars Andersson 
Director, Silica and Paper Chemicals 
Akzo Nobel Pulp and Performance Chemicals AB 

Miles Drake    
Senior Vice President, Chief Technology Officer Research and Development (Retired) 
Weyerhaeuser Company  

Dan Floyd 
Operations Director 
Renmatix 

Tommy Joseph 
Senior Vice President, Manufacturing, Technology, EHS&S and Global Sourcing 
International Paper  

Chris Luettgen 
Senior Research & Engineering Manager–Business Support/Capability Leader 
Kimberly-Clark Professional Research and Engineering 

Mark Watkins   
Senior Vice President, Technology  
MeadWestvaco Corporation    

Kathleen Bennett, consultant to IPST, will serve as a resource to the committee. 

The panel held an orientation meeting by telephone on August 1 and plans its inaugural meeting at IPST in the 
Spring. 

 

Graphic Packaging Joins IPST 

 

Graphic Packaging International, Inc, is the newest member of IPST.   

Headquartered in the Atlanta area, Graphic Packaging is a producer of packaging for a wide variety of 
consumer products, including the food and beverage industry.  The Company has 7 paperboard mills, 44 
converting plants, and 3 machinery facilities.  GPI employs 15,000 employees worldwide.  

Continued on next page 
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The Company is one of the largest producers of folding cartons and holds a leading market position in coated-
unbleached kraft, coated-recycled boxboard, and specialty packaging.  

IPST welcomes Graphic Packaging and looks forward to providing its resources to support Graphic Packaging’s 
business goals. 

 

IPST To Host Agenda 2020 

IPST will host the forest products industry’s Agenda 2020 Technology Alliance in the 
Paper Tricentennial Building in September.  “This highlights IPST’s collaboration with 
Agenda 2020, and underscores the importance we place in understanding and supporting 
the industry’s research priorities,” observes IPST director Norman Marsolan. 

Last spring, president Ron Brown and the Agenda 2020 board re-focused the organization’s 
research priorities on five critical areas, and launched project teams for each of them.  The 
teams are Black Liquor Concentration; Reuse of Process Effluents; Delivering a Drier Sheet 
to the Dryer, Advanced Chemical Pulping, and Cellulosic Nanomaterials.  Agenda 2020’s 
quarterly meeting September 4 at IPST will encompass updates from each of the teams and 
next steps.  It will also include updates from the Department of Energy about upcoming 
initiatives and research funding opportunities.    

SAPPI vice president-research, development and innovation Beth Cormier chairs Agenda 
2020, and she recently served as a member of IPST’s 10th-Year Review Team.  “The 
industry is fortunate to have such close working relationships among the technology 
association and its affiliated research institutions,” said Beth.  “Agenda 2020’s meetings 

frequently bring its members to key research centers for mutual exposure and technical exchanges.  This is 
helpful to all of us.” 

In addition to the quarterly meeting, the Advanced Pulping team will hold a meeting September 3 and the Black 
Liquor Concentration team will hold an all-day workshop September 5.  Both meetings will be held at IPST. 

About thirty participants from companies, universities, and government agencies are expected to attend.   

For further information about the project teams, please contact Agenda 2020 president Ron Brown 
(ron_brown@agenda2020.org). 

 

  



IPST is Gaining VisibilityAround Town and Around the World 

Seen any good inter-disciplinary research institutes lately? 

IPST has undertaken significant effort to increase its visibility on campus, across industry, and throughout the 
international research community in the last few years.  “IPST is becoming recognized for being at the cross-
industry, cross-disciplinary intersections of the research most critical to cellulose-based research,” comments 
director Norman Marsolan. 

Through the support of the Institute of Paper Chemistry 
Foundation and benefactor George Mead, IPST has sponsored 
prizes in forest bioproducts innovation as part of the annual 
campus-wide Georgia Tech Research and Innovation Competition.  
The object of IPST’s involvement in the competition is to 
stimulate innovations in forest bioproducts, including advances in 
manufacturing technologies. The topic areas include innovations 
in pulp and paper, biomaterials, biofuels and chemicals that 
advance the horizons of the forest bioeconomy.  Jie Wu and 
Qining Sun won top honors and a $10,000 award in 2012 and 
2013, respectively.  Four other students won $5,000 poster awards 
in those years.  More than 300 students entered the 2013 poster 
competition alone. 

Each year, IPST issues requests for proposals for research grants 
from research faculty in four schools across campus—Materials 
Science and Engineering, Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, and Chemistry and 
Biochemistry.  The Institute awards about twelve fellowships each 
year.  About $6.5 million has been awarded since FY 2009. The 
students conduct this research in an interdisciplinary environment, 
networking with students and faculty beyond their home schools. 

IPST director Norman Marsolan was profiled in The Whistle, Georgia Tech’s campus-wide newsletter, in June, 
2013, showcasing IPST’s opportunities and programs.  IPST’s own quarterly newsletter reaches an estimated 
1,500 people on campus, throughout the US, and around the world.  

IPST reaches out to industry.  Each year, it holds an executive 
conference for member companies and guests featuring Georgia 
Tech’s research capability to assist forward-looking companies in 
their transformation efforts.  This year, there was also a workshop 
on future scenarios, which formed the agenda for the spring 
conference and guided the RFP for fellowship applications.   

 
IPST is an affiliate member of the forest products industry’s Agenda 2020 Technology Alliance, a unique 
association developing the industry’s research priorities and attracting funding to it.  This association provides  

  

Norman Marsolan with award recipients Lester 
Li, Qining Sun, and Jie Wu 

 
Susan Cozzens, Vice Provost, and Chairs  

Naresh Thadhani, David Sholl, Andrew Lyon and 
Bill Wepfer 
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added visibility before key government agencies such as the Department of Agriculture/US Forest Service, the 
Department of Energy, and the Department of Defense.    

TAPPI—The Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper 
Industry—holds a conference on nanocellulose each year, and 
IPST has been a sponsor of the event for several years.  IPST’s 
ad recently appeared in TAPPI’s Paper 360.  IPST is a regular 
participant in TAPPI’s International Research Management 
Committee, involving scientists from dozens of countries 
around the world.  IPST professors are frequent contributors to 
international research conferences. IPST students and faculty 
regularly engage in exchanges with universities on the American 
continents and overseas.  

 

Professional On-Line Master’s Degree Program in Manufacturing Leadership—Forest 
Bioproducts 

Work continues on the development of a professional on-
line master’s degree program at Georgia Tech.  The 
planning team, led by Georgia Tech Professional 
Education Associate Dean - Academic Programs and 
Student Affairs Leo Mark and energetically supported by 
IPST Director Norman Marsolan, has been meeting with 
the academic deans and chairs of the colleges and schools 
that would provide faculty and resources to support the 
program.  These include the Schools of Industrial and 
Systems Engineering and Mechanical Engineering within 
the College of Engineering, The Scheller College of 
Business, the Georgia Tech Manufacturing Institute, and 

several others.  The input is in preparation for obtaining approval from the Georgia Tech Graduate Committee, 
each relevant department’s graduate committee, and the Faculty Senate.   

The two-year on-line program is designed for engineers with three-to-five years of experience who desire to 
prepare for leadership positions in manufacturing.  Students would continue their professional employment 
responsibilities while enrolled.  The program will consist of three core elements—business, advanced 
manufacturing practices, and leadership—and a fourth elective concentration in a particular field.  One such 
concentration is to be forest bioproducts; other possibilities include discrete manufacturing specialties, 
pharmaceuticals, robotics, or others. 

Dr. Mark leads the effort and has begun staffing the effort.  This month, Jennifer Wooley assumed the role of 
Director, Professional Master’s Programs, reporting to Dr. Mark. She will be leading the planning for four  

Associate Dean Leo Mark and Norman Marsolan review 
preliminary market data for the proposed degree concept 
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professional master’s degree programs including the manufacturing leadership degree.  Jennifer has been a 
leader in the marketing research and program development phases of on-line degrees for several years.  Before 
joining this project, Jennifer led the marketing efforts for the Professional Master's in Applied Systems 
Engineering.  Professional Education is also recruiting a program director for the manufacturing leadership 
degree program. 

The program will be submitted to the Georgia Board of Regents for approval.  The tentative plan envisions 
entry of the first cohort of students in September 2014. 

 

Meet the School Chairs 
 
IPST students earn degrees from four Schools at Georgia Tech.  Here’s a brief introduction to the Chairs of the 
Schools of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering; Chemistry and Biochemistry; Materials Science and 
Engineering; and Mechanical Engineering. 
 
David S. Scholl, PhD 
School of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering  
 

Dr. David S. Sholl is the new chair of the School of Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering, College of Engineering, at Georgia Tech.  He assumed his new duties on 
July 1, 2013.  
 
Dr. Sholl’s research group has published in the areas of computational materials 
modeling, porous materials for carbon capture applications, membranes for gas 
separation, and heterogeneous catalysis.   
 
Dr. Sholl’s research in membrane technology and carbon capture includes work 
impacting the paper industry.   Dr. Sholl’s presentation at the May 2011 IPST 

executive conference focused on the possible application of membrane technology to treat black liquor and the 
possible use of carbon capture technology to reduce gas emissions—carbon dioxide emissions in particular— 
from boilers. 
 
Dr. Sholl earned his PhD in applied mathematics from the University of Colorado and did postdoctoral research 
at both Yale University and The Pennsylvania State University.   
 
Dr. Sholl’s presentation from the 2011 IPST conference can be found at: 
http://www.ipst.gatech.edu/exec-conf/2011/presentations/07-Sholl.pdf 
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Andrew Lyon, PhD 
School of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Dr. Andrew Lyon joined Georgia Tech in 1999 and was named Chair of the School of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry in 2013. 

IPST students seeking degrees from the School of Chemistry and Biochemistry are 
involved in a wide range of research with paper industry implications.  These projects 
include examining the characteristics of pseudo-lignin, increasing the rate of 
propagation of Loblolly Pine, and exploring new nanocomposite films. 

Dr. Lyon’s group works on a wide range of systems around the common theme of soft 
materials chemistry including synthesis of hydrogel-based materials, physics of 
colloidal dispersions, and fabrication of nanostructured assemblies.  Applied efforts 

have grown out of these studies that will assist in the delivery of therapeutic drugs.  Dr. Lyon’s group also 
works with collaborators in engineering and clinical disciplines in the development of new biomaterials that 
resist thrombosis and assemblies designed to control blood clotting. 

Dr. Lyon earned his PhD and MS at Northwestern University and his BA from Rutgers University.   

 

Naresh Thadhani, PhD 
School of Materials Science and Engineering 

Dr. Naresh Thadhani became chair of the School of Materials Science and Engineering 
in 2012.  He began his Georgia Tech career in 1992. 

Dr. Thadhani’s group has participated in investigations of novel coatings for the paper 
and packaging business.  IPST students in the MSE school are working on projects 
such as using biomimicry to develop optical coatings and studying the corrosion of 
papermaking equipment. 

Dr. Thadhani’s research focuses on studies of shock-induced physical, chemical, and 
mechanical changes for processing of novel materials and for probing the deformation 
and fracture response of metals, ceramics, polymers, and composites, subjected to 

high-rate impact loading conditions.  

Dr.Thadhani earned his PhD Physical Metallurgy from the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, 
his MS in Metallurgical Engineering from the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology and his BE in 
Metallurgical Engineering from the University of Rajasthan, India.   
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William J. Wepfer, PhD 
The George W. Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering 

Dr. Wepfer began his career at Georgia Tech as an assistant professor in 1980 and was 
named Chair of the Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering in 2008. 

IPST students in the ME degree program are conducting research on important matters 
for the paper industry, including black liquor evaporation technology, energy use 
reduction in papermaking, and microfluidic flow to enable Norway spruce somatic 
embryogenesis. 

Dr. Wepfer's research interests are in thermal systems, heat transfer, and 
thermodynamics. A current research project is in textile drying and processing aimed 
at more efficient drying of textile composites.  Another research area centers on solid 

oxide fuel cell systems, which is a high-efficiency device for the conversion of chemical to electrical energy.  
Such technology has application for the power generation market that, as a result of deregulation, is moving 
toward smaller-scale decentralized power generation systems.  

Dr. Wepfer earned his PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, his MS from Stanford University, and 
his BS from Marquette University.   

 

Recent IPST Degree Recipients  

IPST graduates have found rewarding work in varied business environments and postdoctoral work.  Here are 
some recent graduates showing their advisors and their first experiences after graduation. 

 

Emmanuel Doro received his PhD in Mechanical Engineering in 2012 (Dr. Aidun) and is a 
senior scientist at a private medical technology company.       

 
 

Yang Li received her PhD in Chemistry/Paper Science and Engineering in 2012 (Dr. 
Ragauskas) and is a chemist at IFS Industries, Inc.    

 
 

Lee Goetz received her PhD in Chemistry/Paper Science and Engineering in 2012 (Dr. 
Ragauskas) and is a materials scientist at Contact Technologies.   

 
 

Matyas Kosa received his PhD in Chemistry/Paper Science and Engineering in 2012 (Dr. 
Ragauskas) and is a senior research scientist at Renmatix.       
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Haoxi Ben received his PhD in Chemistry/Paper Science and Engineering in 2013 (Dr. 
Ragauskas) and is doing post-doctoral studies at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory. 

 
 

Amit Saxena received his PhD in Chemistry in 2013 (Dr. Ragauskas) and is a product 
engineer at EnviroScent.       

 
 

Hamilton Giles received his M.S. in Environmental Engineering in 2012 (Drs. Pavlostathis 
and Banerjee) and is a water treatment specialist for ARCADIS.      

 
 

Michael Roy received his M.S. in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering in 2012 (Dr. 
Deng) and works for Georgia Pacific.   

 
 

Stephanie Gulbrandsen received her M.S. in Materials Science and Engineering in 2012 (Dr. 
Singh) and is on the technical staff of DfR Solutions.    

 
 

Alexander Jordan received his M.S. in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering in 2012 (Dr. 
Hsieh) and works for Sage Environmental Consulting.    

 
 

Joseph Meyer received his M.S. in Materials Science and Engineering in 2012 (Dr. Singh) 
and works for Haynes International. 

 
 

Sandeep Mora to Receive PhD 
 
Sandeep Mora expects to receive his degree in December 2013, and he hopes his research at IPST-Georgia Tech 
will contribute to cost reductions in pulp and paper mill sludge management.   
 
Sandeep’s PhD research focused on enhancing the production of biofuels from cornstarch and cellulose—in 
bleached fiber, brown pulp, wheat straw and sludge.  In his work, he used cationic polymers to accelerate the 
enzymatic hydrolysis of feedstock to glucose.  He was able to show that by using cationic polymers enzyme 
dosage can be reduced by half.   Sandeep performed several studies to determine how cationic polymers affect 
enzymatic hydrolysis.  Enzymes are very expensive and often determine the process economics of the entire 
plant so a reduction in enzyme usage of this magnitude is very attractive for paper mills and other sources of 
biomass.  Through his research he was able to show that conversion of sludge through enzymatic hydrolysis to 
glucose at mills is economically viable not just in the laboratory but in a mill environment.  Sandeep shared  

Continued on next page 
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his research and conclusions at the April 2013 Executive Conference in a 
presentation titled Residuals Management in a Landfill-Limited Environment. 
 
Sandeep credits his thesis advisor, a business advisor, and organizations in 
achieving the PhD milestone.  His primary thanks go to his advisor Dr. Sujit 
Banerjee.  “I have benefited a lot from my advisor Dr. Sujit Banerjee,” 
Sandeep says.  He notes that Dr. Banerjee’s “work is very industrial-oriented 
and he guided me throughout my PhD on how to perform research with a 
good balance between basic fundamental science and technological 
applications.”  Dr. Banerjee was also a sound advisor on conducting a 
successful job search and helped Sandeep with his interviewing skills.  
 
Danny Haynes, Senior Technical Coordinator at Akzo Nobel Pulp and 
Performance Chemicals, also contributed to Sandeep’s success.  Haynes 
attended all of Sandeep’s presentations at IPST.  This was mutually 
beneficial to AkzoNobel and IPST because it established a personal relationship between the researcher and a 
potential user of the work.  Sandeep found that Haynes’ constructive feedback helped him to better shape his 
project.  
 
Likewise, Haynes found the relationship beneficial.  In particular, Haynes notes that Sandeep adjusted some of 
his research to address particular questions related to lignin.  Haynes says that “AkzoNobel has a long history” 
of helping IPST students on research projects, and he has interacted with several students in Dr. Banerjee’s 
group and with other professors.  As to Sandeep’s work, Haynes says that AkzoNobel has licensed the 
technology and intends to commercialize it.   
 
Additionally, Sandeep includes active participation in TAPPI as an important facet of his education.  Sandeep 
assisted Mr. Haynes, along with Dr. Banerjee, on a presentation for the 2012 TAPPI International Bioenergy 
and Bioproducts Conference.  
 
As Sandeep prepares to leave IPST for an anticipated career in industry, he has praise for IPST.  Put simply, 
“IPST is a great place for a student to work.”   
 
The presentation at the April 2013 Executive Conference, co-authored by Dr. Banerjee, can be found at 
http://ipst.gatech.edu/exec_conf/2013/Presentations/6-5 Sandeep Mora - Residuals.pdf 
 
The TAPPI presentation can be found at http://www.tappi.org/Hide/Events/12IBBC/Papers/73.aspx. 
 
 
 
  

http://ipst.gatech.edu/exec_conf/2013/Presentations/6-5%20Sandeep%20Mora%20-%20Residuals.pdf
http://www.tappi.org/Hide/Events/12IBBC/Papers/73.aspx


 
Research in Auxetic Behavior of Fiber Cellulose Networks Shows Promise for New Paper 
Applications 
 

Prateek Verma’s research indicates that cellulose-based fiber networks have 
auxetic properties that may be used to create novel functional and structural 
material designs for paper.  Auxetic materials grow fatter, not thinner, when 
stretched and are extremely rare in nature.  It had been previously reported that 
fibrous paper increased in thickness when stretched in a planar direction.    
 
Prateek measured the thickness variation with stretch in different types of 
paper, including copy paper, paperboard, and softwood and hardwood 
handsheet, and showed their Poisson’s ratio to be negative (0 to -3.0).  Prateek 
and his advisors suggest that the mechanism of the auxetic response stems 
from the rich hydroxyl surface of the non-woven network structure of cellulose 
fibers.   During compressive stages of papermaking, hydrogen bonding 

between fibers locks them into a crumpled microstructure that expands when stretched.  Auxetic behavior 
arising from supramolecular surface chemistry of polymeric networks is a novel concept. 
 
Current applications of auxetic materials include packaging, ballistic protection, filtration defouling, and 
prosthetic surgical implants.  Recently, researchers have also induced auxetic behavior in polyurethane foams, 
expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) and ultra-high-molecular-weight polyethylene.  
 
Prateek began his studies in 2011 at IPST, and he is seeking a PhD degree in Paper Science and Engineering 
within the School of Materials Science and Engineering.  His advisors are Dr. Anselm Griffin and Dr. Meisha 
Shofner. 
 
 

Tyrone Wells Sends a Postcard from Sweden 

Georgia Tech PhD candidate Tyrone Wells is studying in Sweden for a year as 
a Gunnar Nicholson Fellow at the Chalmers University of Technology in 
Gothenburg.  While his research on deriving carbon fibers from lignin to 
supplement carbon fiber production is rewarding and occupies his work time, 
Tyrone is taking advantage of the cultural experience and enjoying a language 
practicum.  He sends this postcard: 

During my first month in Sweden, I've learned a great deal about adjusting to 
new culture while trying to stay productive.  Sweden has been very uniquely 
accommodating to an American that has never left the States before.  For one 
thing, learning Swedish has been a delight as well as a challenge since nearly 
everyone here at Chalmers is already fluent in English and eager to practice 
their English with me.  This can make it difficult to learn sometimes, but I can 
tell that my co-workers sincerely appreciate the effort I'm putting in.   

Continued on next page 
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What's really interesting is just how beautiful the cities are here.  After work, I'll often go exploring down new 
streets.  The experience is exhilarating as well as frightening when I realize how much I take for granted being 
able to read advertisements, signs, and labels.  This equally extends to funny stories about trying to make 
purchases from grocery stores.  Does this bottle with the rainbow and a basket of flowers contain mouthwash or 
toilet cleaner?  (Safe assumption is toilet cleaner).  What's the flavor of this container of ice cream that only 
says the word "Applesin" on it?  (Turns out, it was orange.)  I've stumbled into a healthy number of hilariously 
ignorant scenarios, but thankfully my co-workers are always willing to answer my questions.   

I've been greatly appreciative of the time I've spent learning here so far.  I know I have a great deal of effort 
ahead of me, but I'm in good company here in Sweden! 

More information about Tyrone and his research can be found in the May 2013 Newsletter. 
http://ipst.gatech.edu/news/newsletter/archive/v10.html 

 

The Robert C. Williams Museum of Papermaking Welcomes New Education Curator 

Virginia Howell joins IPST and brings more 
than 10 years of experience in museum 
education.  Previously, she served as program 
coordinator at the North Carolina State 
Capitol, and she served as educator at Cape 
Fear Museum in Wilmington, NC and at 
Reynolds House Museum of American Art in 
Winston-Salem, NC.   Virginia says, “The 
Museum is a wonderful asset to the Institute 
and Georgia Tech.  I am looking forward to 
discovering the treasures of our collection and 
coming up with ways to share papermaking 
with all sorts of audiences.”  She has had a 
busy first few months on the job, diving in to 

assist with researching Building New Ground, the Museum’s exhibit on IPST, and getting up to speed on 
Japanese papermaking for the June teachers’ workshop.  This was in the midst of mastering the school tours, as 
well. “The first day I made paper was really exciting,” she commented.  “Having the experience myself 
reminded me how much our school audiences enjoy getting to do something by hand.”  

While not a papermaker by training, Virginia does have a connection to the field. “My grandfather worked for 
Mead Corporation throughout his entire career, spending several decades at the mill in Kingsport, TN.  And he 
grew up two doors down from Dard Hunter in Chillicothe, Ohio, so I’ve known about the Dard Hunter 
collection here for many years.”  

She is currently planning the fall schedule of classes and workshops.  Several new programs for adult groups 
will offer opportunities to explore different paper art techniques.  New school programs are being developed 
and Virginia and her staff  look forward to introducing them to new audiences. 
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Virginia holds a BA from Miami University in History and American Studies, and an MA in American History 
from the University of Mississippi.  

Virginia joins long-time Museum staff Teri Williams and Juan Chevere.  The Robert C. Williams Museum of 
Papermaking is open Monday to Friday from 9-5.  The Museum is closed on Georgia Tech holidays. 

 
Shirley Whitfield Retires  

For nearly twenty years, Shirley Whitfield’s smile was the first greeting a visitor 
received when arriving at IPST.  And her cheerful voice was the first greeting a caller 
heard. 

Shirley began her work at IPST in February of 1991 as a central files clerk and, after 
a reorganization, became the receptionist and served in that job until her retirement in 
July.  In her service under six directors, she experienced many changes at IPST 
including the move to the Paper Tricentennial Building in 1993 and the merger with 
Georgia Tech in 2003.  

Shirley describes IPST as a “full community, a place where everyone works together as friends and family.  
Even visitors to the Institute were friendly.”  She says there is no other job she would have traded for her time at 
IPST. 

In retirement, Shirley plans to be a homemaker.  She wants to become fully involved with her grandchildren 
supporting them in both their school and their out-of-school activities. 

She does have one goal—one challenge—just for herself.  She plans to walk one thousand miles in one year.  
Best wishes, Shirley, and thank you for your service and your friendship. 

 

Alumni Welcome to Keep in Touch 

All alumni of the Institute of Paper Chemistry, Institute of Paper Science and 
Technology and Georgia Tech’s Paper Science and Engineering program are 
invited to become members of the Paper Heritage Alumni Foundation.  The alumni 
foundation’s purpose is to serve alumni by engaging former students in active and 
effective partnerships with the IPST community and the industry. Governed by 
alumni, for alumni, the Foundation promotes mutually beneficial interaction 
between alumni and the current student body and offers the opportunity to build 
Institute friendships that will last a lifetime.  
 

 
For further information, go to www.ipst.gatech.edu/alumni, or email Lavon.Harper@ipst.gatech.edu. 
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